
CHAPTEEIL

I mil ansvctr for Mr HaWs dreams to
niynX-

Whenwe returned to town in the middle
of oeptppiber I was all asog to dash
turonxU thick and thin and all the more
impatient bocuitolkaew ttut two mouths
roust jet clopse before the season vronld
fairly begin V vwt to Lotty when her
family canio home from Newport and Olive
Crones garden party helped to stay my-
dfsirea to a small extent and as every
wet passed by I usod to see one or two of
the men whom by that time I knew stroll
ins thronsh Kittcnhooso square or walk-
ing

¬

in Walnut street Mr Boullter in-

sisted
¬

on rowing ma up tlio river I think
ho would willingly havo had me take sup-
per

¬

with him atStawberry mansion qnite-
b> ourselves but 1 positively refused tc-
mvrwith him nlonu except in the morninjr
and 1 on did it one being a little dis-
turbed

¬

1 confess by theothjr men at the
boat hoase Not that I was afraid of them
but 1 did not want to lie talked about and
at tliit timodid not know enough to dis-
criminate

¬

I would gladly liavo been rowtxl-
by him for days toKothcr Uowofcx for ho
looted cdnrirablo In fUunels-

At last came ttie grout event Mrs Ha-
thoracs linacr far Lotty-

I feel Hjjain my thnll of debght on bwir-
lng oar door boll ring as I stood in my
room on that well rcmexnbsrod crreamc
for Tinew that It must bo OhvcGrenc
who hud presided to coma for mo in her
conpe 1 scarcely waited for the little
lniuU to UJl me tuut tus carriage had come
but kisaed my mother affectionately gave
n peck at my sister Ucsay who had been
bothering me a good deal w ith persistent
questions and suagctious and flow down
Ftairs in ordrrr 1 o escape any family demon ¬

stration on the doomttj I found Olive in
quito i whirl of excitement Her wildncsa
Infected me and when we rustled in from
tho dark trect So the blaang ball at tho-
Hathora s I felt almost ready to rush
into the little aniarooai throngh tlie half
opwi door of which I caught a glimpse of-

n scnllnc figures and heard a snatch of
masculine laughter execute a fandango

ad dance out ag in just by way of pre-
lude

¬

to the evenings diversion
But I was sofcered by suddenly findla-

mvolf iu Lottys room face to face with
two or thnkj girls whom I did not know
and with Letty dsjuict who imctntly
trial to nub me and my thoughts were
turned to the graver ajqwet of tho situa-
tion

¬

I threw ol my cloak and careinlly
iuspietcd nywlf and then hastened to the
assLstsnce of Olive who liad misplaced a-

nbben or lost a pin und presently we went
down to the parlor a hero etojd Mjs Jlv-
thorne calm hi d gracious and Lotty who
win looking very pretty and a little unshed
Th men were ill ou the field IWorc us-
snd in a ver> short time we had formed
our prooiviiun and were parading into the
dniag rr oui-

I was wkmi m by Mr Mason Temple as-
I had eipuUA Indeed when Lotty of-
fered

¬

me my choice among tho men I de-
termined

¬

upon him I longe <l for ilr-
Bouiitcr it is true but I did not dare to
ask for hun jud i remembered that when
Mr Teoiplo iav > me sitting on a haycock
at the l rone s girden party he told Oliv-
ofhaSlnadr th prettiest Phyllis he Irid-
cror brLeld md o 1 named him for my
Ammtor When 1 announced my deter
EuniMoa to ijtty she said that as I had
denlami iur sentiment she would bco that
I did not lov auj worldly advantage and
that she would put Mr Charter on the
other vidtt of me-

iLirv 1eipl a everybody called hun
wa a iiil Light young man with a good
humored t jrenon Tuo made fun of him-
self

¬

when uofoth el e could be found for a
victim wno n a something of a dilettante
and supposed o bo a contributor to the
ma aaui Mr AljrerniHi Fairfax Van
Stron ier Pcnn Charter vbii mother had

Skbean ons of iue Van Suormlaers irnd her
Uaiotner a Fairfax pasessid a i digree be

ore wtiub Englishmen might have bowed
id RruinasUr abilty which was said to-
s the dougbi of prnt1BNsionals in addition
iwluch uevx of considerable fortune
ory fond of entertaining and as he was

accustomed to call hiaiselt a noil known
trt Between these two voung men I

felt eulnsntly well sraisflad and to my
Surprise porfectly calm

I looked around the table as I drew off
tif glove It was a large cjnner tyenty

rsix I think and Ixitty h l maue t np
very carofully It was supposd to contain
tho choicest of the men In son U and the
most promkinff of the bads ot the seison-
It was quito a distance from one end of the
longtablo to tho other and the room looked
magnificent with its highwall covired
with family portraits and this splendid
glittering parallelogram in the very mid-
dle

¬

under tie chandelier I looked down
the row of faces everybody was talking
and laughing there wa a rattle of con-
versation I laughed softly to myself and
drammed on the table The cloth was de-

liaooslj white my fingers looked so
smooth and olonn and delicata that I quite
fell in love with thorn

Tho plate before me was Sevres a lovely
basket of Jacqueminot roses was placed in-
Iront o it any number of bewildering
vnne glasses some cut glass some Bo-
hemian

¬

stood at hand the silver was King
pattorn 1urther off was a gorgeous
epergse round tho corner of which I could
co Oliro suuliag at me I drew a long

breath in tho fullness of my joy and as-

ilr Temple was looking away I turned to-
Mr Charter and beamed upon him His
face lighted np in a remarkably sudden
manner and he gently took ray dinner
card which I had been twirling in iny An-
gers

¬

and proposed to draw a diagram of-

Uio table on It for roe
Ho t ok np at l y ohampajne bottle

Khleh dar lad from hli wate ohaln opt
crtrhisSJjo kwi sbpt a little esacil aai

rV ip1s VJ ww < g r

tnen Derore Degjnmng ms tcke ana as rr
with a fresh access of hope begged me to
exchange my dinner card for his Mr
Temple who hod by this time turned
round objected strongly to Mr Charters
plans and of con rye the latter persisted
though he oaght to have been attending to
his own girl They both appealed to me so
violently that I was a little afraid of mak-
ing

¬

a mirtake and felt for a moment that
it would be better to keep my card as a tale
method of settling the dispute but I
quickly recovered myself and bade Mr
Temple remember that he had taken his
eyes oft me and naturally ought to suffer
lor it Mr Charter accordingly kept my
card and began writing the names of tl
party for me on his own a labor t
interrupted by scornful remarks from Air
Temple who I instantly saw could be
very amusing if he wwhed-

In the course of time Mr Charter finished
the card and presented it to me with an air
of triumph but his face fell when I al-
lowed

¬

ilr Temple to persuade me to accept
his boutonniere and give him one of my
roses in place of it Up to this time I had
felt a little that I ought not to encourage
another girls man too much but my con-
science

¬

hardened with my success espe-
cially

¬

as Mr Charter had taken in Letty
Kisquict to whom I owed a grudge for her
behavior to me in tho dressing room and I
now laid mysHf out to keep both men talk-
ing

¬

to me a3 long as possible so I smiled at
all Mr Charter s somewhat glaring com-
pliments

¬

I capped Mr Temples quota-
tions

¬

I shook my head with a look that
might have meant anything at the insinu-
ations

¬

of each about the other till finally
but not until the Roman punch came

round Mr Charter found that his staying
powers were not so good as those of his ad-
versary

¬

and turned to Letty with a some
wliat guilty look Sho as I hoped and
subsequently was assured was angry
enough to nave upset the salad dressing
over me-

As Mr Charter turned away Mr Tem-
ple

¬
gave vent to a prodigious sigh of pre-

tended
¬

relief At last I have you to my-
self

¬

said he
But yon have been talking to me all the

evening I answered
Mr Charter has been listening to mo

too
Do yon grudge mo the attention of an-

other
¬

man Oh bow selfish is your sex
Rather how grasping is yours You

have made me wait till now for an oppor-
tunity

¬

to say what you know I have been
dying to say to you

As he marmnral tliese last words his
face wore an expression of the most intense
earnestness but there was a twinkle in
the corner of his eye I determined if lie
was going to be outrageous I would bo out
rigeoos too-

Perhnps I said with an air of diffi ¬

dence primps I was afraid to listen tot
you

I saw that he would have liked to laugh
but did not wish tospoil the flirtation

May I say it ho whispered again in-
pasnionatc tones

I preteuded to look at my fan and then
turned round to him Yes I said

He pretended to hesitate And yet I-

daro not so sooa he said Then he be-
gan to repeat

Si voas croyez quo je vais dlr
Qui joso aimer-

Je ne saorais poor tm empire
Vons la nommerr-

I was staggered by this I had not ex-
pected

¬

him to be indirect I laid down my
fork and looked at him with moot agita-
tion

¬

Oh be explicit I cried Do not
fear let mo encourage yout

A slight srnilo llictered round his lips
for a i oment Then his face grew grave
und he said in a low tone Heavens how
beautiful your eyes are

I wa caught I blushed faltered I had
to surrender I laughed till I blushed
again for laughing and then laughed for
blushing again

After this onr flirtation had to stop al-
together

¬

or take a more really serious turn
I shall leave the reader to imagine upon
which course we decided I am very glad
that Mr Tcmplfa was not mischievous for
I might easily hae been induced to dis-
grace

¬

myself He was sufficiently to blame
for making mo flirt with him as wildly as-
I did though after all it marte very little
difference for every girl at the table was
almost as excited as I was myself When
the crackers were being pulled t looked
round again my first general glance since
tho beginning of dinner Everybody was
talking at ouce private raids were being
inado upon the dishes of fruits and sweeli
meats a candle fell down in front of Mr-
Bonlltcr who picked it up righted it and
quiethr fixed it upon tho plate of the girl
next to him whereupon the man on tho
other side of her blew it out the girl her-
self

¬

laughing and expostulating with both
of them

Bnt now much to my disgust Mrs
Hathorne rose to lead us girls from the
room I followed her with a sigh which
Mr Temple in choking tones immediately
declared he echoed He had previously
during tho course of the dinner much de-
plored thecustom which made men remain
at table after the women went to the par-
lor

¬

but declared that he had not the moral
courajB to break through it As we edged
Blowiy toward the door I offered him an-
other

¬

rose from my basket if he would ac-
company

¬

me to the parlor on this occaiuon
but he said that he wouldnt dare to offend
tho ether men and that bis doctor had ord-
ered him to smoke for a cruel nervous dis-
ease

¬

I came very near telling him that I
wished I conld stay i him and indeed
I did wish to do so nwst violently this de-

sire being much stronger than the conflict-
ing

¬

desire to go and talk it over with the
girls for I knew fairly well what they
would say and I positively ached to hear
the male comments on the dinner and I
had a feeling that I should like to try a
cigarette

When the ghfe got together again in the
parlor there was a buzz of my dears bnt
after a minute or two wo began to adjust
ribbons and laces and to commend each
other s appearance This necessary duty
being over we began once more to talk
over our fellow men Olive Grena broke
away from a little knot of girls and rushed
toward me Girl she cried out did
you ever see anything so barefaced as
fctheJs flirting Several of my friends
made a group about me and f r a moment
or two I was a target for all manner of ac-
cusations

¬

mi I was able to restrain mr
Smin uBnter and retaliate in kind7-
AliUy Mortmain caused much excitement
by declaring that she had extracted froman anonymous man at the dancing class
the night before on opinion about eTerygirl ia socsoty but u when aewos met

T 7nedia 1 tton Oh aiillT-
lTX rd ho y aoas mer she towed

fa i iu
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By the time we had finished our coffee I
know I was quite ready f r the men to
join us and I fancy that most of the girls
felt as I did but we were forced to wait
for some time while every now and then
we heard the most tantalizing bursts of-

langhter from below At last they ap-
peared

¬

Mr Temple leading the way I
expected him to make for my side but it
seemed understood that the men were to
talk no more to their partners at the table
but were to devote themselves to other
girts Just as I began to fancy that Bran
Boulltor was looking in my direction a
tall distinguished looking man who had
been presented to me before dinnerr and
whom I liad some difficulty in remember-
ing

¬

as Mr Middleton HalL came up to me-
He bowed with a grave elegance of man-

ner
¬

and began at once not a little to my
surprise to speak to me of my father
whom ho said he remembered with feelings
of great respect and gratitude He ex-
plained

¬

to me tho reason it was only I
think that about the time when he was
admitted to the bar he made a great blun-
der

¬

through which a very important case-
in which my father was interested was
nearly lost and that my father instead of
being very angry treated him with much
kindness and patience I confess that this
conversation of Mr Hall jarred on me
The topic was quite at variance with my
lively mood and when Mr Hall spoke of-

my father I could not help feeling slightly
conscious But though Mr Halls pres-
ence

¬

was somewhat irksome to me at first
I found myself after some time becoming
interested in his conversation

He began by asking me but without any
of the customary affectation how I liked
going about and then instead of annoy
ing me with stale compliments and thread-
bare prophecies talked very sensibly and
very well about the necessity for social in-

tercourso aud the impropriety of judging
the aims and effects of society by the inter-
nal feelings of pleasure or disappointment
experienced by any member of it If
said he we are called upon to decide be-

tween
¬

tho fanatic hermit and the empty
headed fop wo aro apt to declare in favor
of the former since his actions appear to-
us at least tobegiounded upon reflection
yet in many caes we might find the her¬

mit was actuated only by the sting of di
appointment the sway of avarice the sug-
gestions

¬

of spite and resentment or the in-
ability

¬

to conquor some morbid physical
propensity aud that he possessed no moro
than the fashionable butterfly a logical
conclusion by which to justify his habits
and actions

I dont mean to say said he smiling
that I think a fop the mobt admirable ob-

ject
¬

in nature but Im not sure that he de-
serves all the abuse heaped upon him
And I dare say a misanthropist might just
as well cloak his feelings under tho dis ¬

guise of folly as proclaim them in the
character of a hermit He said a good
deal more to which I listened intently
feeling quite sorry to have him go when
ho rose to leave me and I stopped him
eagerly when he began to apologize for the
dryness of his conversation As he moi ed
away a voice behind me said

I will answer for Mr Halls dreams to-
night

¬

I turned to bobold Bran Boullter leaning
toward me I need not repeat what he
said It was the second timo that evening
that I had been complimented on my eyes
Some of the girls were by this time going
off to a small dance at Leila Girards but
Lotty begged the rest of us to stay and so-

we gathered together round the little tea
tabic and Lotty made U3 all take a second
cup of tea What a jolly hour we spent
together Bran Boullter and Mason Tem-
ple

¬

were moro amusing than I had ever
imagined anybody coukl be and though I
afterward discovered the innate spiteful
ness of that little wretch Hamelin Towne-
at that time I could not hut be delighted
with his descriptions of people and his
mimicry It was twelve o clock before we
got away Bran Boullter and Mason Tem-
ple

¬

put us into the carriage and Bran
gave my hand an exceedingly affectionate
squeeze as he said goodby sod Im not
sure that I didnt return it As we rattled
up the street of course Mrs Grenes coupe
was not built to be run on the car tracks
I grasped Olives hand and said

Hasnt it beon just too perfect for any-
thing

¬

Goodness yes she answered I could
dine forever
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ory
¬
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¬
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